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I'm Beste Kdken, an Urban Planner
exploring how design and data can help
shape sustainable, people-friendly cities.
With a background in urban design and
GIS, | enjoy using tools like ArcGIS Pro,
QGIS, and Adobe software to reveal the
stories behind urban spaces. | believe
planning thrives on listening, creativity,
and practical solutions, and I'm eager fo

' fkeep learning and conftributing to better
cities for all.

EDUCATION

Anadolu University 2024-Present
Eskisehir, Turkiye
Associate Degree in Geographic

Information System

Izmir Institute of Technology 2020-2025

izmir, TUrkiye

Bachelor's Degree in City and
Regional Planning

2,54/4

Menderes Fatma Ramazan Bukusoglu 2016-2020
Anatolian High School
izmir, TUrkiye

87,37/100

about

EXPERIENCE

August-September 2024
Duration: 20 Days

Parabol, Teknopark izmir
Office Internship

Urban and regional planning knowledge gained in
undergraduate education was applied in real market
conditions. Working on urban design and sustainability
projects reinforced theoretical knowledge and provided
professional experience.

G Mim Restorasyon, Karsiyaka/izmir July 2023

Measured Drawings Internship Duration: 10 Days

It involved research, measurement, drawing, and
reporting on conservation practices to understand
historical buildings and their surroundings.

IZTECH, izmir/TUrkiye

Surveying & Mapping Internship

August-September 2022
Duration: 20 Days

All existing details of a designated open area were
measured, and a digital map and file were created. A
basemap was produced in AutoCAD, incorporating land
scaling, natural and artificial elements

July-August 2022
Duration: 30 Days

Merve Boran Mimarlik, izmir/Turkiye
Volunteer Summer Internship

The cooperation between the municipality and the
offices, municipal activities, project execution with
engineering units and the use of programs such as
Photoshop, Rhino, Revit and Lumion in project
preparation were observed and practiced.

SKILLS

GIS & Spatial Analysis

ArcMap
ArcGIS Pro

QGIS
NetCAD

2D Drafting
AutoCAD
Revit

3D Modeling
SketchUp
Revit

Presentation
Photoshop
InDesign
MS Office

Canva

LANGUAGE

Turkish
English

German
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Recreating Industrial Heritage, Allsancak

Location : Alsancak, izmir

Team Members: Ayda Kalemci, Gizem Sever, Hatice Tasdemir, Merve Kasapoglu
Softwares: AutoCAD, ArcGIS Pro, Nefcad, Adobe Photoshop, Canva

This 4th-year, 2nd-semester graduation project focused on revitalizing Alsancak’s historical core through a human-centered, conservation-oriented approach. Centered on
Mimar Kemalettin Street, the design aimed to create a pedestrian-friendly and culturally vibrant urban environment. Recognized with the Murat Balamir Risk-Sensitive Planning

Encouragement Equivalent Award at the TUPOB National Urban and Regional Planning Students Graduation Project Competition (2025) and awarded 2nd place in the Atlas
Planning Graduation Project Competition (2025), it balances heritage preservation with contemporary urban life.
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At the 1/10000 scale, the concep’r plon for Alsancak focused on sfrengthening
connections between historical, cultural, and ecological assets while addressing the
shift of the new city cenfer toward the Bayraki-Bornova axis. The strategy
emphasized pedestrian-oriented design, integration of green corridors, and
adaptive reuse of heritage buildings. By linking public spaces with cultural venues,
sustainable mobility networks, and the emerging city cenfer, the plan aimed fo
create a cohesive and vibrant urban fabric that balances conservation with
contemporary urban needs.
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Recognition by
Revitalizing

1/10000 Scale Concept Plan

As part of the analysis, historical plans of Alsancak were overlaid with contemporary
maps fo assess how much of the original street patftern and building blocks have
been preserved. In addition, the boundaries of the Roman, Byzantine, and 17th-19th
century Offoman periods were compared, allowing the identification of the most
layered historical borders. This multi-temporal approach provided a foundation for
conservation strategies and emphasized the importance of intfegrating heritage
confinuity info the planning process.
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1:5000 Scale Problem-Potential-Value Analysis

128 7
Historic Urban Site
Bufier Zone
Historic Site
Archaeolcgical Site

he analysis of Alsancak highlighted fragmented urban fabric, limited green spaces,
tfraffic congestion, and vulnerability of historical buildings as key problems. Potentials
included its central location, strong pedestrian links, cultural facilities, and active
commerce. Values were based on preserved street patterns, architectural heritage,
and vibrant social life. These insights support strategies fo improve walkability,
enhance green and cultural corridors, and balance conservation with sustainable
development.

1:5000 Scale Disaster Risk Analysis
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The 1/5000 scale strategy plan for Alsancak emphasizes strengthening blue-green
infrastructure, creating cultural and ecological corridors, and enhancing walkability
through pedestrian-prioritized mobility. It proposes adaptive reuse of heritage assets,
sustainable development controls, and disaster-resilient urban renewal. Strategies
also focus on integrating the coastine with the city, promoting inclusive public
spaces, and balancing conservation with contemporary urban needs.

1:5000 Scale Plan Implementation Tools’ Diagram

This gred is on urban regeneration zone. ond the poet will be speciclly
mmemes  rrdeveliped for crube ships. Open spoces, culhwd and racreational
B Y tacities wil be creatd o enhance fhe citys enfrence. The pubic
B refuey fromm the increased lond ond poparty volues repalting from hese
BN pubic invest will D g ot fros

o value in thereby oifectiveh g the /”‘\
enphue mechanim. 1 )
This v i on urban isgenaretion tans bohind tha pod. ndsiial hedtage
taildings wil be reused ‘e cullurg acliviiesrelated to arl,

crath ard creative industics, ond the area will be destged 05 0 spoce

Tor fecreaiio

SUCHIING Qnct Ul o peocouG | The Restomticn- T
{ROD} modal will ba onplod. Adctionaly, b pravond ,/ \
rent increases and answe the centinuily of culusal/iocol 2
s, this areq wil pe desgnated o oReat-Comtrained Tone.

This uibsan conenvalion arga hos @ Iee-sioey buiding fmit due lo

COWNZTING. CwWintrs af BulKings CXEecang 11 Bl nave Soen

relogated fo reserve areas using public shares flom Mahall Bamen® via =

Land Value Increase. The Transter of Development tiaMs (TDR) ralps / A
ngily By moving devetopment ighlsfrom restricted pioti lo. | 3 )
x;, ACOPIVE IOUSE CHOWS PTOTECICE DURcngs 10 4erve new

s boulgue hotol, ot wdios. or culhra caniror. —

T zonw is the bullor zone end the some docisions are vold in
Other Ihis 2ome asin e urbon comservaionzone.
Reserve

Aieas Some of fhe conteiner stuciures ond historic menopole buidngs inthe 4 \)
/ Funifa cré cumenty unussd Wirh wibon rnew, thaie silciees wil be - |
re-gvalueled with moden lenclors vl Comersiciol uas: ared e

ronmanadntion unifs, Throsgh the Adopive Reuss appraach. thess
truciures wil be frandomed info hotels, cofes, or cultural spaces.ensuing

Daceses, wpnoring inmsiment ettroctiverass

Iyt Ecpbon, Akoee, and Bosmone egions wil undego urban

o wdks, G 0 PO O e PRSI TG
will ba Imposad or. this reglon. Any rasalfing issses wil ba tanderad to anathe
ranl ien uing 1he Tanster of Develepment Rights (TOR)
enawing both the priservation of fhe skyfioe and the
operty Qwners ks of lights

Detailed Conservation and Design Approaches
In our part with Ayda, we focused on the 1/2000 and 1/500 scales, where the

strategic framework was fransformed into detailed design decisions. At
1/2000 scale, we developed conservation and renewal strategies through

typological zoning, public space inferventions, and disaster-resilient planning
approaches. At 1/500 scale, we translated these principles into concrete applications
with parcel and block-based interventions, facade improvements, and pedestrian-
oriented arrangements. This layered approach allowed us to connect Alsancak’s
historical identity with ecological continuity and sustainable urtban fransformation.

1:2000 Scale Site Plan

Design Process

Design Idea

Design aims to ensure spalial conlinuity
while preserving, the historical  and
commercial fabric. New interventions
have been proposed based on the
bazaar structure and circulation flows.

Design Area

The study area encompasses o bazaar
district where urban fabric is dense and
various functional uses coexist,

Mimar Kemalettin 5t.

The building blocks in the areo exhibit a courfyord-oriented
layout, The courtyards are generally inward-facing, with
limited connectivity between them.

Yeni Kavaflar Bazaar

At the ground level, linear passages create a circulation
pattern similar to that of an arcade. Various commercial units
are located baneath the overhead COover.

Technology Bazaar

The building blocks have been preserved. The street fabric
and parcel structure largely maintain their original form.

Design Idea
The design aimed to preserve Alsancak's

Kordon Typology

Kordon is characterized by attached buildings, Ihe‘desiﬁn
Erqposes a J-story limit for new structures and reducing the
eight of existing taller buildings. This aims to preserve the
sihouette and creale a more bdanced, human-scaled
waterfront.

historic  3-4  story  silhouette while
infrcducing openings to connect city
and coast, A balance between heritage
and contemporary needs wos targeted.

Kordon Openings

Kordon has few ond undesigned D?En spaces, which
weakens the city-coast connéction. The design aims to
improve this bé creating intentional, accessible openings that
strengthen public use and visual confinuity.

Main Decision
Hilton Otel

omponents

Technology Bazaar

Adjacent fo

Vacant lots Registered Buildings Mimar Kemalettin

| p—
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1:2000 Scale Conservation Plan
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SEZER DOGAN ST. OFFICES

The Design Area

Design Elements

small wooden
commerciol wnifs
provide space for local
@S producers and artisans,
creating a warm and
user-friendly refail area
through the use of
natural mafericis. Their
modular design allows

Solid-Void

The squore with o frogmented
shruciure: however, due fo fhe
faut fine passing fhiough the

P oo, we lefi the  zones

tersected by the fault empy
nd designated them as green
P o ¢ e s

The open courtyard
o @ e

spafialconfinuiy and
supports  wayfinding,

9 Eyliil Square

Fevzi Pasa Blvd,

.
At 1/500 scale, the design focuses on reconfiguring blocks with permeable
courtyards, integrafing green pockets, and activating ground floors to strengthen
social interaction. The circular square is redesigned as a focal point, linking
pedestrian routes with open spaces and creating a cohesive urban fabric.

Functions

B

Due to earthquake risk in this area, bulldings without foundations were
laced, and a small plaza was designed as an additional takeaway point. design

In this area, holel f

fo operate. The
thly with the

Is] these
surrounding urban fabric
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mobiSpine in Urla

Location : Urla, izmir

Team Members: Ayda Kalemci, Damla Su AKCAY, GOl SEVAY, Oykim POLAT, Selin O7, Zeynep FIRIDINOGLU

Softwares: ArchiCAD, AutoCAD, Adobe Photoshop, SketchUp, Lumion

This 4rd-year, 1st-semester, a pedestrian-oriented, sustainable, and accessible living space is designed in Urla. The project connects users through service areas, cultural venues, and
public open spaces that encourage social interaction. By integrating culture, nature, and fechnology, it aims to offer an environmentally conscious and inclusive urban experience.

Site Analysis

— Frimary Road
— SECON Ty RO
= Tertiary Road

— Frimcy R0t
— tcnnedary Ro
= Testicry Rood

o Siotion

Why did we choose this area?
The opportunity fo create a transfer route between east and west, the opportunity to
evaluate the human atfraction potential of the surrounding bazaar area, Sanat
Street, and the terminal. Finally, the first impression when entering Urla is inadequate.

CONCEPT

3 Focused Topics

Pedestrion Friendly ﬁ
Aim to create 0 safe ond ac
space for pedestiars in Urig,

Gathering

Creating o spoficlly integrote: )

area in the Eost- West, Horh-f = 1

regions of ihe dte. i .'/
=

Fulure Qrignted

Foresse fuiure nesds. oddre:
and crente osling vole by i
technalogy.

By combining cuiture, art, and lechnology
in the areawe biend tracgitional vakas with 8
modern approaches.

Pedeshion Future

Friendly e QOriented

whila creafing a safe and accestible spoce for
pedestians In Urig, we gim to make the clty mora
imegrated by connecting the Eost-West ond
Morth-5outh axss.

Design Components

Service

Sarvice argas in Ura should ba designed o be
eatiy accesilaand squinped with diversa
functions fo meet the daily needs of users.

Cullure

To support local arfists and culturol events,

@ creative ecosystarnm should be establshed,
inciuding creative workshops, exnibition spates,
gpen-ar art plafforms, ana musaums,

Stucent

Study areas and social gotherng points should be
designed 1o suppor students’ social, acodemic,
and daily fves.

Local People

Spoces thof coter o the needs of the local
communily, enhancing ecse of living and
quality of e, should be designed 1o sirengthen
1he social fabric of e crea.

Location

Design on occesyble and welintegrated oree of
Uriet's entrance that highlights its impartance.
welcomes vistans, guides tham. ond reflechs fhe
idenfity of fhe town

o e ]
TR et

‘‘Resolve the disconnection and turning this area into a vibrant living environment''

$h: Design & Packasivion-Friencly Lria
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Personas

Umit { Frequent Traveler):

Hi m Ut As someane w0 ovss e seling, | sfier use tae
UrlaTatminal During My tios. erjoy stay rg in hotels, ty re
and sh=poing stmarkets
liaht*s tovist /s tor ¢ and

5. would love to sae sucn dlaces

ol Resident)

therm to zaey!

Al {Child):

"Hi, m &1 I rn sti 12 <ie, but Itn s soer active!
Learning rusic and danca weuld se so Tuch
fun for y having aoth
indesr 2ne otdon- p oz a-sas would be
anazing.

Selvi {Visitor by Car):
"Hi. I m Salvi | coma to Urla for variaus purposes, usually
-ar. Whether it's visiting the hoseital. stapping by the

1, o heading to [ZTECH, | prefer spending time in
placos like cafos. markats, and restaurants during my visits.”

Selim {Sporty Individual):

"Hi, 'm Selim. 'm somecne who hasinteg-ated sperts inte
my lifestyle. Ir Urla, acilitizs ke gyms or fitness

centers. Add tion cas with walkig and cyclirg paths
for outdoor acivities are essential for me”

Design Approach

o
e S o o a0 i

Macro Design

———

Fugling communit X -7 [bmah ki 1o wiln
s unity \ | i . gresnery, and
weltbeing with spoces \ -7 m@fwmz a

for sports, fitness, and N | = e’ refreshing and
recreational activities, \ ¥ j = sustainable environment.

promoting an active and
healthy lifestyle.

Creafing comfortable ~~
and wide veins fo feed

main argans in the area

and relieving this

structure with a

circulation

Fostering creativity and
connection through
cultural events,
Innovation hubs, and
dynamic public spaces

Suppoerting locals, artisans
and costumers with a
strengthened muscle

tissue structure that that bring people
ensures all functions in - - together.
the area work -

MUSCLE

2024, FALL SEMESTER

1/1000 Scale Site Plan
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Design Process

Main roads and tide oo eneing
the area.
Blok division

1/500 Scale Site Plan N

Koad amangement of the slands o
fociifale occess
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In our urban design project in Urla, there is a focus a
formed by the service axis coming from the north and v i M e
another focus formed by the cultural axis coming from Bubdings it orincie and diengihen
the south. A square that combines these two focuses B .

and assumes a gathering function is designed as a
focus point.

Square Ap_proach
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In this project, we were divided into two sub-groups, Group A and Group B, while the
central square was designed collaboratively. As Group B, our vision for Urla was fo
create a living canvas where culture and innovation meet, weaving art, nature, and
fechnology info a sustainable urban future. “Community Tapestry” frames Urla as an
urban fabric where culture, community, and susfainability are seamlessly inferwoven.
Anchored by a central spine with public spaces, cultural hubs, and creatfive
workshops, the design fosters gathering, creativity, and social connection. Through
eco-friendly materials, renewable energy, and walkable green infrastructure, it
esfablishes a resilient environment that honors the past while shaping a connected

and innovative future. 6-TAKEAWAYHUB BESTE KOKEN | PORTFOLIO | 2025
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Denizli Urban and Regional Strategic Vision: 2040

Location : Denizli
Team Members: Gizem Sever
Softwares: ArcGIS Pro, Adobe Photoshop, Canva

Throughout three academic terms, | contributed fo different group works with varying feammates. By consolidating these outputs, | created an integrafed framework that

reflects both collective insights and my individual synthesis skills.
SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT DENIZLI THROUGH CIRCULAR AND SMART SYSTEMS
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Denizli Population Change Rate(2017-2022)

~ law Municipal Borders

We examined Denizi province across three different scales — province (1/200.000), central city (1/10.000), and
neighborhood scale (1/5.000). At each level, we conducted analyses and developed strategies aligned with the themes
we studied.

Energy & Resources — "Renewable energy investments, circular waste management”

CUMATE
ACTION

City & Cooperation — “Smart mobility, public-private partnership”

Economy & Innovation — “Industry 4.0, green employment”

Our vision is fo strengthen Denizli's resilience by using local resources efficiently, encouraging recycling, and fostering
economic acfivities through circular and smart systems.
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STRENGHT

Geographical and Natural Assets:

* Geothermal Potential: Rich geothermal resources in Babacik, Buldan, and Saraykdy provide significant advantages for both
energy production and thermal tourism.

* Water Resources: The BUyUk Menderes River and abundant groundwater reserves are crucial for agriculture and urban water
supply.

* Forest Coverage: Forest areas cover 48.3% of the province, above the national average.

* Protected Natural Areas: Honaz National Park, Kartal Lake, and Isikli Lakes enhance biodiversity and support ecotourism.

Economy and Industry:

* Developed Industry: A strong industrial base with international competitiveness, particularly in textiles and marble. Denizli is home
to Turkey's second-largest marble basin.

¢ Organized Industrial Zones (OlZs): With 3 OlZs and 1 Free Zone (DENSER), Denizli offers robust institutional infrastructure. Denizli OIZ
has a 100% occupancy rate.

« Logistics Infrastructure: Kaklik Logistics Center, Cardak Airport, and railway connections to izmir Port strengthen export capacity.

Cultural and Historical Assets:

¢ UNESCO Heritage: Pamukkale Special Environmental Protection Area (together with Hierapolis) is on the UNESCO World Heritage
List, making it a unique thermal and cultural tourism hub.

* Ancient Cities: Colossae, Tripolis, and Laodicea add significant value for cultural and historical tourism.

Administrative and Social Structure:

¢ Institutional Competence: Local institutions have decision-making authority, and disaster management plans (TAMP, DAMP) are
already in place.

¢ Education: Presence of universities and a technopark across the region supports qualified workforce development.

WEAKNESS

Urbanization and Infrastructure Issues:

¢ Unplanned Growth: From the early Republican era until the 1960s, unplanned urbanization caused significant infrastructure and
zoning challenges.

¢ Irregular Industrialization: Informal housing around the textile sector in the 1980s and the spread of industrial areas info residential
zones reduced quality of life.

¢ Low Occupancy Rates: Low occupancy in Denizli Leather OIZ (19%) and Cardak OIZ (1%) reflects inefficient use of resources.

« Traffic and Transport: High vehicle density, sudden road narrowing, and inadequate central frain stations cause congestion and
accidents.

Environmental Problems:

* Air and Water Pollution: Discharge of hot wastewater from textile and dye industries info CUriksu Stream damages ecosystems.
Traffic and heating-related PM10 emissions worsen air quality.

* Depletion of Water Resources: Excessive water consumption by the textile sector and industrial activities lower groundwater levels,
increasing drought risk.

* Waste Management: About 20% of total waste is textile-related, and marble waste is disposed of without recycling, highlighting
major gaps in waste management.

Disaster Management:

* Preparedness and Awareness: Fatalistic attitudes toward disasters, poor-quality buildings in rural areas due fo low income, and
narrow streets in old settlements hinder effective response.

* Personnel Challenges: Aging firefighting personnel raise concerns about declining efficiency in the future.

Economic and Social:

¢ Lack of R&D: Limited research and innovation in key sectors such as agriculture and textiles lead to low value-added production.

* Regional Disparities: Rapid population growth in central districts (Merkezefendi, Pamukkale) contrasts with low population and
limited development in Babadag and Cardak.

OPPORTUNITY

Technology and Innovation:

e Smart City Transformation: Use of IoT, Al, and smart traffic systems can improve urban planning and public services.

e Green OlZs: Transforming underutilized OIZs into "Green OIZs," supported by national and infernational funds (World Bank, EU), can
attract new investors and create jobs.

o Sustainable Industry: Inifiafives like plant-based textile production and energy recovery from waste heat can make industrial
processes more environmentally friendly.

Environment and Sustainability:

* Renewable Energy: Solar, wind, and geothermal potential allows Denizli to aim for carbon-neutral energy production.

e Eco-Tourism: Natural aftractions such as Honaz Mountain National Park and Vali Recep Yazicioglu Dam provide opporfunities for
diversified tourism.

¢ Circular Economy: Recycling textile waste and producing biodiesel from leather waste can both address waste problems and
creafe new economic value chains.

Urban Planning and Development:

¢ Urban Renewal: Redevelopment of earthquake-prone old settlements presents an opportunity fo build safer, modern housing.

¢ New Infrastructure Projects: Planned relocation of the bus terminal, establishment of fechnology development zones, and cargo
hubs will strengthen urban infrastructure.

THREAT

Natural Hazards and Environmental Risks:

¢ Earthquake and Landslide: Being in Turkey's 1st-degree seismic zone with multiple active fault lines poses a major risk. Landslides
are significant in Babadag, Cameli, and Buldan. Soil liquefaction risk adds to the vulnerability.

¢ Climate Change: Short, heavy rainfall events raise flood risks, while drought threatens water resources.

* Fire Risk: Forests covering nearly half of the province face high wildfire risk due fo rising femperatures and human acfivity. Historical
areas like Kaleigi Bazaar are also vulnerable to fire.

Unplanned Urbanization:

e Pressure on Agriculfural Land: Expansion of urban and industrial areas info fertile farmland reduces agricultural productivity.

¢ Infrastructure Deficiency: Construction in stream beds, narrowing of river channels, and mixed drainage systems increase flood
risks.

e Limifed Supervision: Informal construction, weak fire safety inspections, and low building quality in rural areas amplify
vulnerabilities.

Economic and Social Challenges:

¢ Sectoral Problems: Rising fish feed prices negatfively impact aquaculture; conversion of farmland info industrial areas and
improper waste disposal threaten sustainable growth.

¢ Demographic Imbalances: Rapid urban population growth in central districts combined with rural depopulation creates uneven
development.
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1/40.000 Scale Problem-Potential Analysis
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The area suffers
from industrial
pollution,
inadequate
infrastructure,
and social
inequalities,
which reduce
quality of life.
However, its
green spaces,
streams, and
underused
housing stock
present strong
opportunities for
urban
redevelopment,
recreation, and
sustainable
growth.

1/40.000 Scale Strategy Plan
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1/5.000 Scale Strategy Plan

Green Axes and Preservation Areas Diagram

\

The strategy
focuses on
fransforming
industrial areas
and supporting
green industry,
while promoting
urban infill and
redevelopment.
By expanding
green and
recreational
spaces,
improving social
infrastructure,
and reducing
carbon
emissions, it aims
fo create a
more
sustainable and
livable urban
environment.

Transportation Diagram

- Oy 1.4 Establishment of Luhan Park {jessi ke

4 okia

THANR 202

I 2 oo
i

T b 27 Esablishamant ofsoctl tackites e 52

. b3 smd 31

. [ AT —

i . (SEand T}

o

. Qaw
« "
AN

1+ 2 50 zones

Railway Connection Diagram

B e

BESTE KOKEN | PORTFOLIO | 2025



Additional Works

GIS Analysis — Alsancak Urban Area (Fourth Year, Second Semester)

In the fourth year, | collaborated with Ece Yildiz and Serra Oktar on a land use analysis of the Alsancak area. Using ArcGIS Pro, we first generated a 1/5000 basemap and extracted general land use, then conducted detailed 1/2000-scale analyses for eight
building floors, based on field-collected data.

) e

GIS Analysis — Unpublished Research Project of Yeliz Kurpinar (Fourth Year)
In my fourth year, | applied similar ArcMap-based techniques for an unpublished research project led by Yeliz Kurpinar, conducted for her study on the Urla Peninsula.
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SCAN FOR MORE!

URBAN PLANNER

PHONE NUMBER
+90 532 599 7617

EMAIL ADDRESS
beste.kokenn@gmail.com

VISIT MY WEBSITE
bestekoken.com


http://bestekoken.com/

